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Byzantine version, may be resumed as follows. A
noble Sicilian called Euphemius (called Fimi by the
Arabs) fell in love with a beautiful nun whom he
abducted from her convent. The then Emperor
Michael II ordered his nose to be cut off as punishment
for his offence. He escaped to his native city Syracuse
and, with a band of followers,'revolted against the
Byzantine governor, occupied Syracuse and made him-
self ruler of the city. Civil war broke out in the island
and Fimi was defeated and expelled from Syracuse.
He fled to Africa (Tunis), and sought succour from its
Emir, Ziadat Allah al-Aghlab, whom he invited to
conquer Sicily and promised to make him its king.6
But the Muslim version is silent about the abducted
nun; it tells us only that the Emperor having been
angry with Fimi, Commander of his fleet, ordered him
to be arrested ; that Fimi and his party revolted and
captured Syracuse. But another leader named Palata
wrenched the city from him. Fimi sailed with his ships
to Africa and applied to its Emir, Ziadat Allah, for help.
The Emir acceded to his request and despatched his
fleet commanded by the Qadi (Judge) of Kairowan, Asad
ibn al-Forat, to capture Sicily.
Asad ibn al-Forat was one of the greatest scholars
of his age, as well as a daring soldier and brave seaman.
He had previously undertaken incursions in these
waters, and according to Ibn Khaldun, had conquered
the island of Corsica/
According to European historians the Muslims
made several raids on Corsica in 806 A,D. and in 810
managed to occupy it temporarily till they were driven
out of it by the troops of Charlemagne. But they
raided it many a time afterwards, and it is possible to
deduce from the agreement of the version and the date
that Corsica was also conquered by Asad ibn al-Forat.
This aged Qadi and Admiral again sailed with the
ships under his command in the month of Rabi* al-
Awwal, 212 A.H. (827 A.D.) to Sicily. This expedition